Bearpark Parish Council

At a meeting of Bearpark Parish Council held on Wednesday 21 January at
7:00pm at Beaurepaire Community Hub.

Present: Clir M Wilson (Chair)  Clir J Baker County Clir M Burnard
Clir J Burt Clir D Cliff Clir | Cummings
Clir O Edwards Clir | Singleton Clir J Thompson

Clir J Turnock

1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from: Clir K Davidson

2. Declarations of Interest
Clir I Singleton declared an interest in planning application no. DM/25/02693/VOC.

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 19 November 2025 were agreed as
an accurate record.

4. Police Report
There had been no recent PACT meeting and so there was nothing to report.

Resolved
That the information be noted

5. County Councillors Report
Clir M Burnard reported that he and fellow County Councillor S Healy had recently
contributed some funding from their Neighbourhood Budget towards a new drone for
Police to use to assist in catching off-road bikes.
Clir Burnard was hoping to run a public consultation within the next couple of months
to ask residents what they would like future Neighbourhood Budget money to be
used for.
Clir I Cummings asked ClIr Burnard to pass on the Parish Council’s well wishes to
Clir S Healy for a speedy recovery.

Resolved

That the information be noted and that the Clerk arrange a time for County
Councillors to meet with Parish Councillors regarding future Neighbourhood Budget
spend.

6. Report of the Clerk
The Clerk provided an update to the Council as follows:

a) Update on actions from the previous meeting
e Speed Monitoring — Clerk is in ongoing discussions with DCC regarding a
Parish Funded exercise.



e Extra Neighbourhood Warden Provision — Clerk is now liaising with
local Neighbourhood Warden on this and will report back to future
meetings

e Gov.uk email address — Clerk still to make arrangements for the Parish
Council to have a gov.uk email address in accordance with the new
requirements as part of this year’'s Annual Governance and Accountability
Review.

e Beaurepaire Community Hub — Caroline had advised that she had
secured the funding she was applying for.

e Provision of another AED - The Clerk had researched rough costings to
be approx. £1500 + VAT (plus installation). However, Clir M Burnard had
managed to secure these in other areas at zero cost. The Clerk would
discuss this with Clir Burnard outside of the meeting.

e Recreation Ground — The Clerk was in discussions with DCC regarding
next steps and would report back at future meetings.

e Allotments — The vacant allotment was not ready to be offered to the next
person on the waiting list but as soon as it was ready the Clerk would
contact the relevant resident.

e Footpath at Aldin Grange Terrace — Neighbourhood Wardens had been
in contact regarding phase 2 of the project. Parish Councillors were happy
for this to go ahead on Fri 27 February.

b) Nominations for Royal Garden Party
CDALC were seeking nominations for this year’s Royal Garden Party. Clir |
Cummings would be nominated.

c¢) Bank Charges
Unity Trust Bank would be increasing their charge from £6 per month to £7
per month as of 1 February 2026.

d) Retirement of Lord Lieutenant of County Durham
A book of thanks and memories was being compiled by Stanley Town Council
for Sue Snowdon, Lord Lieutenant of County Durham, to be presented to her
on her upcoming retirement. Clir M wilson would include a message of thanks
on behalf of the Paris Council.

e) Christmas Lights
DK Horticulture had noticed a few broken bulbs on the Christmas lights when
taking down the tree. Repair would cost £17.68 + VAT. This was agreed by
the Council.

f) Finance Report
The Clerk circulated a report which detailed all recent and upcoming
expenditure.

Resolved
That the information be noted, relevant action taken by the Clerk and all costs be
approved by the Council



7. Planning Applications
It was still unclear as to when the reduction in speed limit would be reduced on
Colliery Road in relation to planning application DM/24/03257/FPA.

There were no other comments in relation to this or any other application.

Resolved
The Clerk would contact DCC again with regard to the speed limit on Colliery Road.

8. Former Community Centre
Lee Copeland and Louise Porter from DCC attended the meeting to present the next
steps in relation to the former community centre.
Results of the consultation were shared with the Council and showed a clear
preference for a new, smaller community centre with some outdoor recreation space.
A further consultation would take place in the near future to determine if there was
interest from residents to form a Management Committee for the new centre to take
the project forward. The parish Council agreed to assist DCC in advertising this
consultation. Lee would be in touch with the Clerk with updates as and when
necessary.

Resolved
For the information to be noted and for the Clerk to update the Council as and when
necessary.

9. Bearpark Flag
Clir M Wilson sought opinions on having a Bearpark flag to fly on the Parish flagpole.
Clir | Cummings shared that the Banner Group were in discussions regarding a
children’s banner for next year’s Miners Gala and thought this could tie in with the
development of a new flag.

Resolved
That the Clerk would look into the legality and etiquette of flag flying policy and report
back at the next meeting.

10.Budget Setting and Precept for 2026/27
The Clerk had previously circulated a budget forecast for 2026/27 and asked for any
further project ideas and costings to be suggested in order to include these in the
budget so that the precept could be set.
Clir M Wilson suggested installation of three salt bins which had previously been
requested to DCC but rejected as did not meet the criteria. These would be sited on
Hedley Court, Colliery Road and Bishops Meadows.
Council decided that a small increase of 5% to the precept would cover this and
other ongoing projects for the coming financial year.

Resolved
That the Clerk make the necessary arrangements.

11.Date of Next Meeting



The next meeting would take place on Wednesday 18 February, 7:00pm at
Beaurepaire Community Hub.



